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Abstract 
Examining the works of famous poets from the beginning to the 8th 
century, the current study answers the reason for poets' poetry criticism 
through descriptive-analytical method. The results revealed that some 
parts of the factors related to the poets' poetry criticism goes back to the 
essence of poetry itself; from this perspective, philosophical views 
should be taken into account. Another essential part of poets' poetry 
criticism is due to religious views. To explain this part, Qur'an and 
narrative texts should be taken into consideration. The function of 
poetry and the attitude of poets towards poetry are also other important 
factors. In some cases, perhaps this negative view of poetry and poets 
from the poets themselves can be considered a kind of literary tradition 
that has merely a theme-creating aspect. These results can be useful and 
noteworthy in literary studies and interdisciplinary research studies 
such as sociology of literature and psychology. 
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1. Introduction 
Poetry in the Islamic world has grown and received significant 

attention in Arab and non-Arab countries so that a large part of Arab 
and non-Arab culture and knowledge should be found in the works of 
their poets when poets had the largest media base in society and nothing 
could be done without their serious presence; this would cause many 
people to turn to this group. However, it is surprising that many great 
poets expressed dissatisfaction with their profession and condemned 
poetry. This research answers the reason for this in a descriptive-
analytical way via examining the works of famous poets from the very 
beginning to the 8th century. With a general view, it is possible to 
examine the basis of poets' poetry criticism under three main headings: 
"philosophical basis", "religious basis", and "functional basis" and 
show the reflection of each of these in the works of poets. 

2. Philosophical basis 
From the philosophical point of view, poetry "is an analogy that is 
prepared from imaginary events and does not cause any confirmation" 
(Avicenna, 1367: 523), and its foundation is simulation and imitation. 
From this point of view, "they do nothing but imitate ghosts and do not 
reach the truth" (Platoun, 2013: 564). On the other hand, imitation also 
leads to gossip (Homo, vol 4, p. 2019); these principles cause negative 
views on poetry. In Persian literature, Anuri Abivardi and Naser Khosro 
are among the most prominent poets whose poetry criticism is based on 
a philosophical perspective (Anvari, 1985: 407, 298, 297, 409, 456, 
464; Naser Khosro, 2007: 93). One of the philosophical bases that has 
caused poets' poetry criticism is exaggeration. Inevitably, poetry has to 
show every impossible and fake thing in good clothes and use 
unnecessary exaggeration to such an extent that sometimes the poet 
suffers from abandoning Sharia etiquette from faith-related aspects". 
From this point of view, wrongness has no light and the work of poets 
is without light (Ibn Yamin, Bita: 447, 448) and poetry is not worthy of 
education (Nizami, 1985: 257). 

3. Religious basis 
 Citing some verses of Quran (Ya-Sin, verse 69 and Sho’ara, verse 224) 
and some hadiths that have not agreed with poetry due to the incorrect 
function of poetry have become a reason for criticizing poetry by some 
poets (Khaqani, 1393: 10, 288; Naser Khosrow, 1386: 291). 
Sometimes, the skepticism of poets towards poetry is not directly 
derived from verses and hadiths, but some of these skepticisms can be 
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seen as related to the general concepts and religious ideas via reflection. 
Preference for learning religious concepts over poetry is one of these 
cases (Nizami Ganjavi, 1362: 239; Saadi, 1385: 942; Attar, 1368: 790, 
440, 721; Sanai, 1388: 466, 658). 

4. Functional basis 
4.1 Praise and greed of poets 
One of the main reasons for the reprehensibility of poetry is due to the 
exaggerated and false praises that can be seen in the poems of most 
poets due to worldly ambitions: "Poetry is a reprehensible slogan, and 
the poet is blamed at all circumstances and at all times since most poems 
are either about admiration or praising women, both of which are based 
on gross and outright lies" (Awfi, 1324: 11). Historical documents 
testify to the inconsistency of these praises with those praised. The 
praise of wicked and cruel people who, according to the holy sayings, 
make the throne of Allah tremble (Forozanfar, 1361: 4). To receive 
rewards and blessings, poets violated their self-respect and described 
themselves with expressions that are not worthy of a rhetorician 
(Kamaluddin Esfahani, 1348: 284, 551, 571; Anuri, 1364: 29, Masoud 
Saad, 1339: 109). 

4.2 Sarcasm and satire 
Sarcasm and the use of obscene words can be considered as one of the 
reasons for the reprehensibility of poetry, as in Greece, poets were also 
prohibited from using inappropriate content: "A poet should not include 
anything in his poems other than what according to the law is 
considered worthy, beautiful, and good." (Platoon, 1398: 2101, 4). 
However, sometimes poets make fun of the thief either because they did 
not receive a reward or because their poems were stolen (Kamaluddin 
Esfahani, 1348: 440; Suzani Samarqandi, 1338: 222). 

4.3The inability of poetry to express great thoughts and concepts 
Poetry criticism on this basis, which is not very common, is often seen 
in the poems and speeches of mystics and mystic poets, especially in 
the works of Molavi. The Sufism has always presented the language as 
a barrier and prohibited (Shafi'i Kadkani, 2013: 256). According to this 
research, we can see the most poetry criticism in Molavi's works, and 
even other mystic poets have criticized poetry less for the so-called 
reason (Molavi, 1400: 58, 61, 261, 304, 315, 416, 1388, 70, 79, 138, 
824; Sanai, 1388: 114, 115; Fakhreddin Iraqi, 1375: 342; Attar, 1368: 
319). 
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4.4 Depression of poetry 
Sometimes, poets make a complaint of poetry because of the praised 
who did not give their poetry its due value (kamaladin Esfehani, 1348: 
223; Jamaladin Esfehani, 1320: 150). Sometimes, they also made a 
complaint of the time, not acting generously and being incompatible 
with them; "what a pity that art is a source of suffering" (Masoud Saad, 
1339: 59). This kind of poetry criticism is prevalent among poets and 
rhetoricians that can be considered a kind of "literary tradition" besides 
telling the truth 

 4. Results 
Based on this research, the basis of poetry criticism can be examined in 
three main axes; some parts of the poets’ poetry criticism has a 
philosophical basis. The provision of poetry from imaginary cases and 
its imitation not causing any kind of truthiness and appearing in the 
form of contradiction, exaggeration, and lies in poetry are based on 
philosophical thought. Praising wisdom and philosophy and criticizing 
poetry is a reflection of this philosophical view. The influence of some 
religious ideas and concepts, such as some verses and hadiths 
mentioned in the condemnation of some poems and poets, is another 
basis for criticizing poetry. Accordingly, Poets have always considered 
poetry to be insignificant and worthless compared to Shari'a for the sake 
of politeness or devotion and belief and have considered being 
entertained with it a waste of life. The other source and basis of 
censuring poetry should be considered as related to the function of 
poetry and the behavior of poets themselves. Praise, sarcasm, humor, 
and greed of poets, depression in poetry, the existence of pretentious 
and incompetent poets, and the limitations of poetry for meanings and 
thoughts are among the factors bringing about this kind of pessimism 
towards poetry. 
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