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Abstract 

One of the motives of the love poems is "Death of Lovers". In these 

texts, the poet uses his art to describe the death of the hero as a 

memorable event. This descriptive-analytical study answers the 

questions of how the basis of the death of lovers in Persian love poems 

can be classified and what role does each of its subspecies play in the 

narration of the story? For this purpose, the book "One Hundred Persian 

Love Poems" (Zolfaghari, 1394) was the basis of the work and it was 

concluded that three types of death (natural, suicide and murder) with 

subtypes and causes, have occurred for lovers. 

Keywords: lyrical literature, love poems, death of lovers, motive 

 

                                                           
1 PhD student, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of 

Humanities, Tarbiat Modares University 

*2 Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Humanities, 

Tarbiat Modares University 
3 Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Humanities, 

Tarbiat Modares University 
4 Associate Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of 

Humanities, Tarbiat Modares University 

 [
 D

O
I:

 1
0.

26
34

/L
ir

e.
18

.7
1.

1 
] 

 [
 D

O
R

: 2
0.

10
01

.1
.1

73
52

93
2.

14
00

.1
8.

71
.1

.0
 ]

 
 [

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 li
re

.m
od

ar
es

.a
c.

ir
 o

n 
20

25
-0

2-
10

 ]
 

                               1 / 7

https://doi.org/10.2634/Lire.18.72.1
20.1001.1.17352932.1400.18.71.1.0
http://dx.doi.org/10.2634/Lire.18.71.1
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.17352932.1400.18.71.1.0
https://lire.modares.ac.ir/article-41-56117-en.html


…………………………………………………………………………… Literary Research   

Page | 2 

Extended Abstract 

1. Introduction 
From the earliest days of human creation, the issue of death as one of 

the most important human issues has occupied the minds of all human 

beings and human beings have always sought to get rid of it; To the 

extent that Thinking of death has been introduced in the important 

myths and legends of human history as a mysterious, complex and 

contemplative phenomenon. In early myths, such as Gilgamesh, man 

sought to find a way to overcome death. The presence of motives related 

to human invulnerability or the search for the water of life in the stories 

also points to the importance of this issue. The reflection of this theme 

in folk poetry and literature is also significant. Death in popular 

literature is closely related to religious teachings and is associated with 

a complex network of beliefs and cultural aspects. In the classical texts 

of Persian literature, which in many cases are taken from popular texts, 

the creators' view of death has been influenced by their beliefs and 

artistic tastes. 

Research Question(s) 
In the researches that have been done in the field of romantic themes there are 

not cases that have specifically studied the "scene of the death of lovers" and 

have identified their subdivisions. Also, the role of this theme in a narrative has 

not been studied so far. 

Therefore, the present study has answered this question: 

1.How is the motives of the death of lovers in Persian love poems classified? 

2.How did each of its types and subspecies appear in the story and what role 

does it play in the narration? 

The results of this research will be useful and instructive for people who 

study the lyrical subgenre of love poems. 

2. Literature Review 

Stories are a diagram of the culture of any nation, and it is important to 

study them in order to understand the correct meaning of life. On the 

other hand, "from the common themes and recurring elements in the 

literature of two nations or two writers, we can understand the issues of 

different individuals and ethnic groups and their influence and 
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influences from each other." (Marzolf, 1396: 15) And this recognition is 

not possible except by structural analysis of stories. "The more 

structural analysis, along with the interpretation of the results and the 

relevance of the findings to the whole building, be more, the more 

accurate our insight and understanding of that story will be." (Prop, 

1368: 13) 

Structural analysis of Persian love poems is a way to get the 

relationship between form and content, to understand the idea of the 

poet and, as a result, to know the poem better and more accurately, and 

this is done by knowing the motives and themes better. 

 Identify motives is one of the new and widely used terms in the field 

of storytelling that is effective in criticizing and analyzing the structural 

and content aspects of a story. "Fictional themes due to repetition, find 

special meaning, and their presence in the story makes the narrative 

beautiful and strengthens the narrative appeal."Accordingly, motive is 

not an intrinsic feature of narrative elements, but an incidental quality 

that is cross-sectionally affected by a narrative element in a particular 

narrative situation." (Parsa Nasab, 2009: 22-23) The motives are often 

present in works of one type and are repeated in different periods 

3. Methodology 

The method of this research is descriptive-analytical and based on 

collecting information in a library way. For this purpose, the book "One 

Hundred Persian Love Poems" (Zolfaghari, 1394), which includes the 

existing love poems after Islam to the contemporary period, is the basis 

of the work. Of these, 35 poems are based on which the poets have dealt 

with the seventy deaths of the lover and the beloved, and the remaining 

65 poems, although certainly death has happened to their lovers, but in 

a way that the poet did not mention, the basis of the work. Not located; 

Then he has classified the mentioned structure and by putting together 

similar stories, he has achieved its narrative structure and narrative role; 

in the following, based on the results, it has analyzed the data. Since it 

does not make sense to generalize the achievements of this number to a 

total of one hundred Persian love poems, so the statistics are based on 

seventy deaths. 
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The origin means the land where the original story was formed and 

the origin was the origin (historical, semi-historical, mythical, fictional, 

etc.) of the story. 

In the some poems, due to the triangle love or the presence of 

different characters, other deaths occur, but the criterion of our work is 

only the death of the lovers. Some of the poems are similar, but because 

almost all of them tell the story in the same way, only the main form is 

considered and the examples (except in cases where it is necessary to 

refer to them) has been avoided.  

4. Results 

In the literature of two nations or two authors, there are many 

common themes and repetitive elements that by recognizing them,  can 

understand influences  them from each other, and this recognition is 

possible by structural analysis of their stories . The more the structural 

analysis of a story, along with the interpretation of the results and the 

relevance of the findings to the whole structure be more, the more 

accurate our insight and understanding of that story will be. 

Accordingly, the structural analysis of Persian love poems is a way 

to get the relationship between form and content, to understand the idea 

of the poet and, as a result, to know the poem better and this is better 

with Identify motives, which is one of the terms in the field of 

storytelling, is better possible. 

One of the motives in Persian love poems is "Death of Lovers". In 

romantic stories, the creator uses all his verbal art to describe the hero's 

death, like his birth, as a strange and memorable event that will be 

remembered for many years to come. 

According to the book "One Hundred Persian Love Poems", the 

poets completed 65 poems by the marriage of the lovers and 35 poems 

by the death of the lovers. From the total of seventy deaths of lover and 

beloved that occurred in these 35 story, the types of death can be 

classified into three categories (natural, suicide and murder). Natural 

death with 34 cases (48.5%) included subtypes (natural death of one 

lover and death other one due to severe mourning also death due to 

accident). Suicide of lovers with twenty cases (28.5%) is the second 

most common type of death (suicide in fire, in the sea and river, with 

suicide instruments and with prayer and sinking in the grounds gap) has 
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been. also, the set of lovers, voluntarily or unintentionally, is in this 

group. Subsequently, homicide consisted of sixteen cases (23%) with 

subgroups (homicide in fire, at sea and in the river, by cutting veins, 

homicide devices and poison). 

 Among the causes of the death of lovers can be (the false news of 

the death of the beloved, the severity of mourning and illness, the proof 

of love and loyalty, and the unwarranted zeal and prejudice of the 

family). 

Historically, natural deaths have been sporadic in all periods and it 

is not possible to say when they were severe or weak, but suicide was 

not seen among of the Iranian descent in the two fifth and eighth 

centuries, but in the tenth and eleventh centuries it was much. The 

reason for that, Can be considered in the cultural relations between Iran 

and India and familiarity with the set of Indian poems, especially in the 

Safavi era. Also, more than half of the murders date back to the tenth to 

twelfth centuries, which is probably due to the familiarity Iranian poets 

with Western works and the existence of various other forms of death. 

Death has not been seen in the form of suicide or murder among the 

systems of Arab descent, and although pre-Islamic Arabs were the ones 

who killed their children and also were very zealous and prejudiced, but 

the only death In the Arabs poems, is  natural death, which can be 

attributed to the emergence of Islam in this land. 
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