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Abstract

The latest translation of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh is the English
translation of it, by Dick Davis. In this study, Davis's translation of the
story of Rostam and Sohrab has been studied based on Antoine
Berman's text deforming theory, And its errors have been criticized and
analyzed. Those errors are fitted in some elements of Berman's theory:
rationalization, qualitative and quantitative impoverishment, and
change of tone (ennoblement or clarification). The findings of this study
show that most translation problems are due to misunderstanding of the
source text. misunderstanding of the Persian text is rooted in the
difficulty of reading Persian and understanding literary texts, especially
in poetry, Because of the complexity of its syntactic and rhetorical
structure and the cultural differences between the origin and destination
society. So the authors of this paper believe just familiarity with the
source language is not enough to translate literary texts. Being aware
of the Delicacy of the literary language and the cultural roots of the text
is also necessary.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Ferdowsi's Shahnameh has been translated into poetry and prose many
times in different languages. These include the translations of Ruben
Levy, Warner Bros., Jeremy Clinton, and Matthew Arnold, among
others. The latest English translation of the Shahnameh is by Dick
Davis (2006) and published by Penguin Publications. Davis's
translation is a combination of verse and prose (narrative expression:
Nagqali) based on the edition edited by Djalal Khaleghi Motlagh. In
addition to being a skilled translator, Davis is a capable poet and
familiar with Iranian culture (as the source society and the bedrock of
composing the Shahnameh). Therefore, the authors of this study
consider his translation as a work worthy of consideration.

Numerous and sometimes contradictory opinions have been expressed
about the translatability or untranslatability of poetry. Also, due to the
difficulty of translating literary works, there are several approaches to
translation. In general, translation critique approaches fall into two main
categories: Source-oriented and target-oriented approaches. The basis
of the source-oriented approach is that the transfer of concept and
beauty should be done with loyalty to the original language. But in the
target-oriented approach, the priority is the audience's understanding of
the target language.

Antoine Berman (1942-1991), a French Source-oriented theorist,
believes you should maintain the foreign nature of every foreign text in
the target language and make no changes in favor of that language. His
theory of text deforming provides the possibility of translation criticism
by presenting some elements: rationalization, clarification, expansion,
ennoblement, qualitative and quantitative impoverishment, destruction
of rhythms, destruction of underlying networks of signification,
destruction of linguistic patterning, destruction of the vernacular
network, or their eroticization, destruction of expressions and idioms.
He discusses the tone of the work and how it is conveyed under
elements such as ennoblement and clarification. Style of source work
has been considered in qualitative and quantitative impoverishment,
clarification, and destruction of linguistic patterning. Commitment to
syntactic structures of the source language is also discussed in
rationalization. The titles of Antoine Berman's theory are described in
detail in the articles: "From the Self and the Other and Distorted
Tendencies in Antoine Berman's Cognitive Translation Discourse to
Untranslatability" and "A Theory of the Emergence of Translation
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Theories and a Study of the Text Distortion System by Antoine
Berman".Berman's theory has been used in the articles: "A Study of
English Translations of a Hafez's Ghazal based on an accurate
understanding of the Poem" by Shirin Razmjoo Bakhtiari (1400) and
"A Study of English Translations of a Hafez's Ghazal based on an
accurate understanding of the poem" by Ali Afzali and Atieh Yousefi
(1395). The authors of this study also found the principles of Berman's
theory appropriate for evaluating Dick Davis's translation and used it.

Research Question(s)

This research studies English translations of Rostam & Sohrab by Dick
Davis And tries to find and analyze the errors of the translation as well
as the causes and factors of their occurrence.

2. Literature Review

Berman's theory is based on the fact that the translator understands the
source text but makes mistakes in transmitting the meaning. For the text
to be meaningful in the target language, parts of the source text form
are lost during translation. But in the study of Davis's translation, it was
found that sometimes the translator, with the idea of understanding the
source text, presents a translation that does not correspond to the
original text. Sometimes the translator, due to the complexity of the
poem and the difficulty of reading the Persian text, does not have a
complete and correct understanding of the source text and therefore has
made a mistake in transmitting the meaning to the target language.
These errors(mistakes) generally fall under three elements of Berman's
theory: rationalization, impoverishment (qualitative and quantitative),
and tone change (aristocracy or transparency).

2.1. Rationalization

Rationalization error in Berman's theory occurs by changing the
syntactic structure of the source text. The translator's neglect of the
syntax of the source text causes problems in translation, which can be
discussed under the heading of rationalization.(Mehdipoor, 2010, p. 59)
[In Persian, the major part of understanding the text’s meaning is based
on syntactic structure. But the differences and complexity of the
syntactic structure in the poem make it difficult to understand,
especially for the non-Persian-speaking reader. Sometimes the complex
syntactic structure in the poem confuses the reader and leads to a
misunderstanding of the text. In Davis's translation, there are examples
in which the difficulty of understanding the syntactic structure in poems
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led to the incorrect recognition of the reference of pronouns and the role
of words, resulting in errors in translation.

2.2. Impoverishment (qualitative and quantitative), and tone change
(ennoblement or clarification)

The translator is generally faced with the challenge of choosing words,
which is examined under the heading of impoverishment qualitative
and quantitative in Berman's theory.( Mehdipoor, 2010, p. 60-61) In
translation, a part of the meaning, image, proportions, and space of the
source text is always lost with choosing lexical equivalents. In studying
Davis's  translation, we have encountered cases where
misunderstandings of rhetorical structures and unfamiliarity with the
cultural context of the original text have caused problems. For example,
sometimes the difficulty of fully and correctly understanding the
literary industries of the Persian language (ambiguities, allusions, and
metaphors) has led to errors in translation. Changing the tone of the text
in the translation process falls under ennoblement and clarification of
Berman's theory.(Mehdipoor, 2010, p. 59-60) In Davis's translation,
ignoring the various exaggerations of the original text is an example of
a change of tone. His concern in conveying the idioms and proverbs of
the source text is to communicate with the audience in the target
language. The idioms or proverbs have been chosen from the target
language following the cultural and social atmosphere of the destination
community. Neglecting the transmission of the customs of the source
community and the positions of prayer, admonition, and praise is also
one of the problems of Davis's translation.

2.3. Incorrect reading of the text

reading the Persian script is difficult due to the lack of movement(short
vowels) and the complete mismatch of the word with the sound. This
causes reading errors and translation problems. Davis also sometimes
misreads the original text, so he misunderstood it. In Davis's translation
too, there is some problem due to misreading the original text and
misunderstanding it.

3. Methodology

This research studies and criticizes Dick Davis's translation of the story
of Rostam and Sohrab in a descriptive-analytical way. Berrman's theory
(text distortion theory) is used to check the translation. At first, the
number of verses is given based on Khaleqi Motlagh's edition of
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Shahnameh. Then the Persian Verse is mentioned along with its
translation. Finally, By identifying translation errors, The translation is
analyzed based on Berman's Theory.

4. Results

In this research, the translation of the story of Rostam and Sohrab by
Dick Davis has been evaluated and criticized based on Berman's text
distortion theory. Antoine Berman is one of the critics who believe in
the originality of the source text and emphasizes the translator's
fidelity(loyalty) to it.

According to this study, errors in Davis's translation generally fall
under three elements of Berman's theory: rationalization,
impoverishment (qualitative and quantitative), and tone change
(aristocracy or transparency). The lack of movement(short vowels) of
the script in the Persian text has made it difficult to read. On the other
side, the syntactic shifts and the literary industries in the poem have
made it difficult for the audience to understand. These have caused the
translator to misunderstand the source text and cause translation errors.
Also, the cultural and social differences of the poet and translator
community have caused the transmission of prayer, admiration, and
admonition positions and some literary beauties such as exaggerations
and exaggerations in translation to be neglected and to convey proverbs
and allusions following the culture and language of the destination
community.
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Dick Davis: Finally, they saw the dust raised by Rakhsh and caught
up with him.
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Dick Davis: In all this limitless army, you’ll not see one
warrior who’ll be willing to face me in combat, no, not if the
sun and moon themselves came down to aid him.

aJAT&Lq;L:\)'\JA‘ bl 03 S e 5l sl s s pl s (S
Gl il o3 Sy b a5 &,80T e O3 () stms Sl 5 Sn b las oS
e o Slgmd 5 0OIS Bl & 4 5 L 33 §lae Jgmde by Sy 3 g



S el sl 0L LS 3 Sl onl adl il S sl Ol a8 e
S cplplas 53 (W8 o gy il 351 i S opl e 5 Gl e
295 axlse 30 Olbs 53 (e b 3L Lol a8 s ol ) Ll G 5 OIS
Golr O 5l & b dul 555 Olds s> ey 5 ole 4yl Ko (LS ) @
(455 o Dl il (555 5o e O3 L3 S e Bl il 65k
S g S Gled KA cpl 51 g caas 5k 1) bosle y and )5 4SSl
(] e G 3,8 Ol 3 (Wlgm) 5 3yl 15 58 Klgm a5 Wa ol
Sl s lo e U 4 sl edle wle 5 a5l rer 0L
St Yzt il by o O3 Jll 5o 0lSain Sk 035 50 3550 53 503
fom 5 3 BYE Sy 35 glae (WY AT (550 5 5lad) Comed 35 o e G
S50 lab & 5 L3 s5 e gh s L5 3 oS gl ol ki g sl
2T s b e ol sl 5 e Sl eike Sl i Olske &Syl 5 s
03031 L > o3 o K3 Bk 51l e Lls e Fge S 3o
O35 L g sl | fde 0L culss (themselves came down to aid him) L
3 G e 2 Goledilale 5 plaske (ile e e dals SIS
5 Lles S wax 5 1) Sl 5 s 2 ls sl 5 o sl s S
Loalie (23l 5 daxr 5 cpl 53 Sl 4y s Wil e 5y 3 SO0

mdag_ﬁfd\ 3550 05 e 3d S Sudls
A single warrior or massive mace meet me upon the field

though sun and moon be on their side. (George and Warner,
2003:78)

(Mace: (o,l3») .JLS 3.5)
Wl 4ol g o8 Bl o i a oS50 53 018 658 5 sl 5,0 S
s )b
r% o 9 Sl L 3l J}\iu.a osd Jj)\j I o 3.».>-J3 53 &S L;“.;J\
03 OF 53 s O3 der 5 IS Oles 5L las Bl 51 J5 soanl oo g
J}";’Lf
LE s S Les ool ap M e e A
(1Y)

—
-

VERY Olsls Avoslas ¥ e Jlo olsletny sy asllas



—
—

VERY Ol Avoylad o Jlo slisleion s aollas )

o 5 s SBls Al Ol e g e OLls 5 e 23 S5 Re 5 e

Dick Davis: From every quarter swordsmen and chieftains flocked to
the youth.

(chieftains : (s l52) . Vle 15 )
= el sl G Ol i L 0535 5 S L leis s b
OJ@—QJJ—GS/l—.’f‘;Pﬂ)USPJ—MJ—H‘u—l’%fﬁﬂ—-“%‘ﬂ—“ﬁ'ﬁ
Ol g il 03 3) i S ol e 53 (35S Al 5, S Al
S lasisl v ol Slasl g o 2S5 Jle S35 553 5l 4SSl
03 smd S Ll 4(oVe YA (5 3155) (erdy 9y gt o 3 |y LS s
4_3‘;U;J_.»‘,b}'cgg_ﬂafu_é)_bﬂ_@{rhjl:g;_.»\u)ﬂw_;}fsz
e 5 i Ao go e e a3l S5 bl O g (Ol ) oo
)abj_ﬁCA_ZJW)UOLQ)JA_LA.?-&L}LMQRJ_IAQM(V;M.CM»HM
23 Sl odsl el oy 53 0335 5 S L Slis 48 ol wiliy e
J_x.'e)g_w\wgaj_w«j\»oj'tgjj_@fpwtzfudbﬂ
.ol.;mé@m‘(g‘;@.w) ere ey tokal JJ.iAr.Af)b f,‘f“mﬁ“ﬁ»
oS Ok el SSoa o S ok B s
CRUC)

Dick Davis: Hejir replied, “There are not many Turks who can match
themselves against me.
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Dick Davis: and doesn’t yet realize that war is the way to glory.
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Dick Davis: They sat to their wine and, forgetting all about the king,
passed the night in idle chatter.
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Dick Davis: Kavus wrote to Rostam.
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Dick Davis: They praised the hero.
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Dick Davis: Don’t trust your strength, strength will not save your life;
“The fatted calf knows nothing of the knife.”
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So do not trust too much those arms of thine

Or else the stupid ox will graze beside thee. (George & Warner,2003:
55)
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Dick Davis: Don’t trust your strength, strength will not save your life;
“The fatted calf knows nothing of the knife.”
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Kill the fatted calf: Prepare for a joyful occasion or a warm welcome.
For example, When Bill comes home from his trip to Korea we're
going to kill the fatted calf. This expression alludes to the parable of
the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32), whose father welcomed him by

serving the choicest calf after his return.[Early 1600s]( The American
Heritage Dictionary of Idioms)
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Dick Davis: and said, “Tonight we must not rest but sharpen our
spears for battle.
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Dick Davis: The tears that stain my face are tokens of My heart’s
affection for you, and my love. (stain: (o,l;50)a5,30)¢ (toke: cudle.wlis
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